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 Somewhere beyond the world of the play is the present. 

The play space includes the audience.   Devices embedded into the action of the play are intended to 
fully immerse the audience in the world of the play. 

During the play, characters are forced to relive defining moments over and over again. The play contains 
original Blues music. Lyrics written by the playwright. Words in all caps are to be sung. 

Both  realities  are  sliding  into  “The  Hole  to  the  Abyss.” The action of the play races against this 
impending doom. 

In All Over, we are presented with two realities occurring simultaneously. The first is a room in The 
Afterlife designed to look like every Juke Joint that ever existed. This space between life and what lies 
beyond is the common imagination of the characters that have assigned themselves to be there. The 
second, is the space where memories live. There exists a veil between these realities. 
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CHARACTERS 

RED-EYED – THE BLUESMAN (CLIVE, SR.): Colored guitar playing blues singer. Between 60 – 70 
years old. Years on the road have made him prone to digression and rambling speech. 

 

YOUNG RED-EYED: Colored guitar playing blues singer of the 1940’s/1950’s. 20’s – 30’s. 
Focused and accommodating. 

 

CLIVE, JR.: African American male 20’s then 30’s. His mood is always either a simmer or a boil. 
A war veteran who has contracted a battlefield malady. 

 
EAST: African American female 20’s then 30’s. She moves as if dragging something delicate 

behind her. 
 

ERNESTINE:  A Colored blues singer of the 1940’s/1950’s. Ernestine has a long, deep scar down 
her back that rounds to her stomach. As a young woman in her 20’s, then later as a woman in 
her 50’s, her movements indicate someone who is trying not to explode. 

 

WILLIAM:  White male. 40’s. Bashful at times. At other times, he speaks to be heard and seen. 
 

CATHERINE: Colored sex worker 1940’s – 1950’s. Late 20’s – early 30’s. She moves like a 
Panther. 

 
ANNOUNCER as a voice over. 
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Scene 
 

CATHERINE is seated in the auditorium before the audience enters. 
 

WHERE MEMORIES LIVE THE AFTERLIFE 
Saturday night. 1950’s. Destruction 
Mississippi. A Juke Joint dressing room. 

RED-EYED, an old man, sits slumped over his 
guitar. 

 

 

Light begins to emanate from the hole, signaling the start of the play. 
 

 

ERNESTINE approaches.  
RED-EYED wakes with a start at the sound of 
her clicking high heels, then slowly begins 
to strum a deep, mournful lick. 

 
 
 

RED-EYED (To the audience.) I 
opened up my eyes one day and was in a 
place called Destruction, Mississippi. No 
reason for it I can see, I was just there in 
a shack at the end of a dirt road, under a 
shiny yellow moon – wailing. WHOAAAA! 
Wondering why I was born there…of all 
the theres, there is to be…colored the 
color I was colored of all the colors there 
is…full of thoughts…damn 
thoughts…That’s right! Where else you 
think the real Blues was born?! 
Destruction, Mississippi. Every now and 
then when that moon rises to remind me 
of what I been and what I still am, the 
Blues wakes up in me. I traveled down 
life’s road that way. 

 

 

ERNESTINE  enters.  
RED-EYED Then one day you meet 
somebody. Somebody makes you feel 
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like you can be big. Not just any woman, 
RED-EYED continued no sir! 
Somebody got no reason in the world to 
want somebody like you. 

 
(Singing) 
MAN’S ALL THE TIME LOOKING 
FOR THE WOMAN 
THAT MAKES HIM WANT THIS 
TO BE A BETTER WORLD… 

 
 
 
 

ERNESTINE Red? 
 

(Enters YOUNG RED-EYED carrying a guitar 
case.) 

 

YOUNG RED-EYED Yes. 

RED-EYED 
SO THAT HE CAN GIVE IT TO HER. 

RED-EYED Yes. 

 

ERNESTINE I’m burning up. 
 

RED-EYED 
ONCE HE’S SURE HE FOUND HER… 
HE USES HIS HANDS… 
ANY WAY HE CAN … 

 
 

 

YOUNG RED-EYED offers her water.  She 
ignores it, and begins to change into her 
performance clothes - revealing a long, 
gruesome scar that stretches down her 
back and round to her stomach. 

 

YOUNG RED-EYED watches her tenderly. 

RED-EYED 
…MAN WANTS TO MAKE A HOME 
FOR HIS WOMAN … 

 
 
 

RED-EYED pauses to watch her tenderly. 
 

 

ERNESTINE I want a drink, Red.  

 

 



 


